AT LIS e Tally Sasoll, te Taln 1y VETy Sparse, and both (e peopie and tne
aninals are exteemely malnourished, withlitle hope for the months ahead. Usualy
the food grown at this time of year keeps them going for the next four months, but
noW, due £ global warming, the crops are dying in the fields, except where there i
trigation. Where Elaine has been able to pipe water the is good growth, because
the ground is fertil,

Sr. Kathleen it the family who had lost their only son

The mostiffeltpat ofLving and working in  place ke Rombo s seein Il
babies dying, because their mothers have no milk, e to hunger, On the other hand,
[ met women who were full of comage and determination to provide for thei
families, and Elaine has arranged loans for them o tha they can make some money
from growing tomaioes, and sunflowers (for the of), making beaded jewellry or
keeping hens and godts. Th scene in the local town squre i the arly morming is
reminiscent of Ieland in Janvine times, The people gathe in the hape of getting a
day’s work in etum for food. One would wonder how hungry people can work, but
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lorey that was transpottng stolen goods, and
when the police canght up with bim they shot
him dead, She had  nine year old daughter who
was very bright , but was suffering from
serious heart condition. On the same day
woman who had AIDS died in the Health Cenire,
and the body would notbe released untlthe fes oftheclinic were paid,and the cost
of the ambulance journey home paid eso. T could go on, but the struggle to survive
i very obvious.

On the other side the people have great faith. The fitle churches are full on
Sundays and the singing and dencing (a the Offrtory) is wonderful, At the Mass |
atended on the Sunday there was & meeting after the Mass o arrange who would
donate  goet or a lamb for the Christmas dinner, The cooking willtake place outside
the church while the Mass is going on, and everyone will eat together, This is
probably how it was tn the early church!

T the schools, water pumps, and pipelinesthat laine has been responsible for
providing, and L e the women' groups who have got new hear from her presence
ond intervention on their behlf.{ have Litened to her hopes and dreams for those
Who cone 1 her house on a dely basisseeking help of all Kinds, especially fortheie
children's education. Most peaple { know, including myself, would be overwhelmed
by the sheer volume of suffering, but this woman who was a child when Beaumont
Parish was et up tiry years ago manages to contince to work unceasingly, wih
courage and good hurmour, W can be fustly prod that from our midst a womman of
generosity and love has gone outto & very needy peaple and is working lovingly
with them,

We are all aware of the present orisi in Kenya and by staying with the Masai
people Eleine has shown immense courage. The road shead is difficuls and
tncertai, and she needs our prayers and support.

At present sheis mounting afood program and i you fee you would ik to send
her financial help, the bank that deels with her account (and transfer the money fo
Kenya) s the Bank of Ireland in Walkinstown (Account name: J oseph House of
Hope, Account rmsber: 88233182, Branch code: 900267), I you wanted to send
i to this branch you conld put 3t into the emergency lodgerment at Beaumont

Hospital. If you need any further information 1 will be delighted 1o help
(01 8377023). .

Elaine Barmon with ¢ newly born
Masai girl

b




