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COIRIK businesses have thrown their
weight behind an innowvative project
to raise around =80,000 to ease the
hardship suffered by the Maasai tribe
in Ienrya as a yesult of droughe,
ATIDS and the lack of a basic health-
care systenn.

The four Rotary Clubs of Cork
recently launched a major fundrais—
ing drive i aid of Project Riombo,
an Innovative prograimnie aitned at
supporting the Maasai  Tribe in
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provide clean drinking.  warer by
bringing water from  the spring at
MMunura to Rombo towin arca, at an
estimated cost of £=25,000. The
third project will fit out the Rombo

Healtlz Centre and the MNailli Tatu
Flealth Centre with medical eguip— -
1IIent, at arn estirmated cost of
#=35,000.

Cork Rootarians, representatives of
the business conununity and Elaine
Bannon, coordinator of the Rombo
Project in Kenyva, met in Cork re-
cently to learmm mmore about the
plight of the Maasai Tribe and how
the people of Cork can support this
cause.

Roombo, a willage at the foot of
Iilimanjaroe, on the Kenyan side of
the Tanzanian border, near the
Serengeti plains, is located in an area
home to approximately 10,000
Maasai people. Riombo viilage itself,
withh a population of approximately
1,000 people, is a wvillage of red
dusty roads, timmber shacks for shops
and wvery poor people. The DMaasai
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Elaine Bannon with schoolchitdren in Rombo ancl_, below, with President of Bis.hepstown Rotar

are one of the few remaining tribes
i Africa who continue to-live by
their culture and tradition. They
continue to dress in their eraditional
clothes and live in the traditional
mud and cow dung Manyatea.

appeal to the Cork Rootary clubs for
support. -
HE ombo was facing a number of

challenges and »
funding, she said.
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Ms DBannon, coordinator of the age of four or fis
raject is also co—founder — with in the knowledge
our Maasai people — of the indige— be remowved firorx

nous development group, Light Of of 13 or 14 vyear:s

Maasi. The group addresses key is— and married.
sues in the areas of employment “It is our dre:
health and education, including spread througho

tackling the practice of female geni-
tal mutilation. . .
Speaking at_the fundraising pro-
rarmine launch, Ms Bannon high-—
Tighted the challenges the DNMNaasai
people are facing daily and made an
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